WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


A MAGAZINE OF SUGGESTION AND 
INFORMATION 


ISSUED BIMONTHLY 
BY THE 
WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 
EDITED BY THE SECRETARY 


VOLUME SIX 


1910 





MADISON, WISCONSIN 








ne 
= 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


ISSUED BY THE WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 





betaine MADISON, JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1910 Bimonthly 





FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION OF CONTENTS 
WISCONSIN 
JAMES M. PERELES, Milwaukee. 
REUBEN GOLD THWAITEsS, Madison . 
Mas Guis S Monies: Reclin, SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES. . 
C. R. VAN HISE. Madison. REFERENCE WORK IN LIBRARIES.......... 
CHARLES P. Cary, Madison. 


PUBLICITY NUMBER 


Ush GF CEVICHE NUMBER: 6 isc saisie ec ciscnes 
BULLETIN ON TUBERCULOSIS. .....ecceceee 
MATTHEW S. DUDGEON, Secretary. y 
STATE DOCUMENTS 
Residents of Wisconsin may obtain the BuL- PUBLICITY—JEANNETTE M. DRAKE 
LETIN upon payment of 10 cents per annum to WHAT CAN THE LIBRARY DO FOR MEN IN CAR 
cover postage; the subscription price to others is SHOPS 
25 cents per annum. Subscriptions will be ac- 
cepted for complete volumes only. The BUuL- ; 
LETIN is sent without cost to all libraries of the TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 
state and to members of library boards making LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY 
application therefor. 
All articles appearing in the BULLETIN are con- 
tributed by members of the staff, unless author- 
ship is otherwise credited. ‘ROUND PH CUNGER Sook iwc ereseeceennes 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS...- 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY SCHOOL 
NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS oi ccc te scwcceeves 








PUBLICITY NUMBER 


The subject emphasized in this number of the Bulletin is Publicity. More 
and more libraries are realizing that the library is not a cold storage house for 
books but that it is a business house. The business of the library is to get the 
right books into the hands of the right people. The interests of the library 
must be furthered as are the interests of other business institutions. The first 
step is to increase the demand for the output of the library; the second step 
is to meet that demand in a helpful way. Methods similar to the methods used 
by other business houses must be employed by the library. Just as a progres- 
sive book store must tell the public what books and other goods it has to sell, 
so the library must tell the public through the press or ctherwise what books 
it has to loan and what other material it has to place before the people. Miss 
Jeannette M. Drake, library organizer of this commission and one of the in- 
structional staff of the library school who is a practical librarian, has prepared 
the leading article for this number. The methods suggested are not theoretical 
but purely practical. Every device spoken of has been tried out and found 
to be effective. Some one of them is adapted to the interest of every library 
in the state. Some libraries of the state will find nearly all of them valuable. 
But as is always the case it would be unwise to copy a metliod in every detail. 
Methods should be adapted rather than adopted. 

Possibly the most important suggestion is the one urging a continuous use 
of the newspapers. The librarian who realizes the possibilities of newspaper 
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publicity will make friends of the newspaper men and will have them calling 

upon her for news and information relative to the library. When this relation 

is established it opens an avenue between the library and the people that will 
prove of great value to both. 

The Commission is in receipt of a number of letters indicat- 

School a ing that the school authorities in various parts of the state 

sellin Tension, feel that the number of books on their Lands is so great that 

they cannot be properly handled at the school houses. The 

free libraries in these same places are often in dire need of books. It may 

not be generally known to librarians that the legislature passed a law which 
exactly meets this situation. 

Subdivision 11 of section 486a of the statutes provides that “the board of 
directors of any free public library and the school board or the board of educa- 
tion of any school district, town, village or city in which a free public library 
is provided for and maintained, may make such exchanges and loans of books 
as said officers sha!l agree upon for the purpose of increasing the efficiency of 
both libraries and insuring the best service to the schools and all citizens.” 

In several cities in this state the library and school authorities have entered 
into an arrangement by which the popular and juvenile books in the school 
libraries are transferred to the city library, the school retaining the reference 
and non-fiction books used by them in their school work. In some cases also 
the free library has transferred to the school books in tle free library which 
would be of special value to the schools. In both cases, the books should be 
definite’y marked as the property of the free library or the school owning them 
as the case may be. When received by thie library to which they are loaned 
they may, however, be shelved and classified and loaned just as are the 
books belonging to the library receiving them. There seems to be nothing in 
the law which would prevent either the school authorities or the free public 
library from revoking the arrangement and recalling the books loaned at any 
time. 

W. O. Carson, librarian of the London, Ontario, library, 
in an address upon the above subject published in the pro- 
ceedings of the Ontario Library Association, 1909, has this 
to say upon the importance of periodical literature and its use in connection 
with’ proper indexes. 

“You cannot do good reference work without volumes of periodicals, and 
an index to their contents. You can write it down and paste it in your hat,— 
print it on your clock,—carve it on your desk, ‘that without periodical liter- 
ature, you cannot do good reference work.’ 

“A lady called us on the telephone, and stated that she had a paper to write 
for the women’s morning music club, on Edward MacDowell. We had not 
received our copy of the life of MacDowell, so examined the periodical index. 
We found several articles of value, and the information contained in the peri- 
odicals pleased the lady more than the book would if we had had it. * * * 


Reference work 
in libraries. 
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The mayor of the city had a paper to read before the Union of municipalities. 
The subject was advertising monstrosities. Several articles were found in 
the Outlook ; the periodical index referred us to the information.” 

It is to be remembered that the Current Events Index covers a field not 
covered by either the Readers’ Guide or the Eclectic Index. In addition to 
the indexing of the daily papers found in the main part of the Current 
Events Index, social subjects are covered in the supplemental part of the in- 
dex where references will be found to weekly, monthly and quarterly periodi- 
cals as weli as to the latest books. 

The Readers’ Guide, twelve dollars, and the Eclectic Index, four dollars, 
may be ordered of the H. W. Wilson Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Cur- 
rent Events Index is furnished free to Wisconsin libraries by the Commis- 
sion. The cumulative number covering current events for the entire year of 
1909 has just been issued. 

To some extent the library should be the intellectual center 

he of the community. The librarian who is in every community 

in command of much that is intellectual is in a strategic po- 

sition. She can make the library of assistance in a multitude of ways. The 

November-December number of the Library Bulletin places in the librarian’s 

hands an instrument to reach people in every community. A copy of this 

loaned to some of the progressive men and women may suggest to them va- 
rious civic movements. 

The number has attracted attention within and without the state. The 
Milwaukee Evening Wisconsin devoted nearly a column to quotations from it 
and comments upon it. J. Horace McFarland of Harrisburg, Penn., presi- 
dent of the American civic association, Clinton Rogers Woodruff, Philadelphia, 
first vice-president of the association, and Richard B. Watrous, secretary of 
the association, have written expressing appreciation of the “Civics number” 
and asking for extra copies. If this number of the Bulletin interests men at 
this distance it will interest men and women in your community. 

The commission has a few extra copies and if any librarian can make use 
of them we will gladly forward extra copies. 

The University of Wisconsin has recently issued a bulletin 
tec te entitled Tuberculosis or consumption, with special reference 

to Wisconsin conditions, by Prof. W. D. Frost of the Uni- 
versity. It treats of the prevalence of the disease, of conditions in Wis~ 
consin, of the nature, treatment and causes of tuberculosis, the means of 
distribution and the methods of prevention and treatment. It has a number 
of illustrations and charts besides a list of best articles and books on the 
subject. The libraries in the state and residents of the state can obtain this 
bulletin free by applying to the secretary of the board of regents, Madison. 
The matter contained therein is so valuabie and timely that libraries should 
obtain copies at once. 
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The Library Commission has been repeatedly requested to 

» give information relative to reports, laws and other docu- 

ments issued by the various departments of the state. There 

is in existence no complete list of such publications. This lack will be met by 

a list which the legislative reference department is now preparing. Another 

condition which meets those anxious to obtain these documents is that there 

is no common source from which they can be obtained. It will not be diffi- 

cult, however, to determine what departments issue each document and ap- 

plication should be made to such department. 

These documents can usually be obtained without expense, the only ex- 

ception to this rule being the statutes, session laws and town laws. 


PUBLICITY 
By Jeannette M. Drake, library organizer and member of instructional staff 


As the result of visits to libraries in the state, the conclusion has been 
reached that those libraries that are the least active and seem to have the 
least influence and standing in a town, are those where the librarian and 
board members do not appreciate the value of advertising the library. It is 
also true that the reason many libraries continue with the same annual ap- 
propriation is that almost no effort is made by those in whose care the library 
has been placed to have the appropriation increased. 

For the benefit of librarians and members of library boards who will make 
use of suggestions, this number of the Bulletin is largely devoted to the sub- 
ject of Advertising the library. Concrete examples are given of actual ex- 
periments, so that the same plans or something very similar can be used in 
meny places. 

No attempt has been made to cover the entire subject in this number, and 
some lines of the work where there are the greatest opportunities, as with 
‘schools, are not considered at all. It is possible for even the smallest libraries 
to carry out most of the suggestions which are given. 

General aids. Librarians can get hints and suggestions from books on ad- 
‘vertising that are written for business men. The monthly magazine System 
should be read regularly with the idea of finding something that can be adapted 
to the library profession. We belong to a profession in which we meet the 
people of the world as much as in any other, and we cannot afford to neglect 
taking advantage of all possible suggestions. 

It will pay the librarian who is interested to read the articles in back num- 
‘bers of the library periodicals, bulletins, annual reports and keep up to date 
with this literature. Among others, the following articles will be found sug- 
gestive: 

Drake, J. M. How to get non-fiction read. Wisconsin library bulletin, v. 5, p. 1-5. Jan.-Feb., 


1909. 

Hayward, C. A. Advertising libraries. Public libraries, v. 14, p. 7-10. Jan. 1909. 

vaue Be Some methods of library advertising. Library journal, v. 31, C p. 86-88. 
lL. le 
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Monthly and special bulletins. The Newark, N. J., public library plan of 
preparing monthly and occasional typewritten bulletins, giving the latest acces- 
sions on a certain subject and also the author, title and exact references to a 
few of the best articles in the current numbers of the periodicals is a good one. 
These are mailed to those whom they know are or may be interested in keep- 
ing pace with what the library has and also what is being written on the 
subject. As there are many people who may be interested in seeing the same 
bulletin, mimeograph copies can be used to advantage. 

There are many different kinds of duplicating processes, ranging in cost 
from $2.50 to $25. One which will answer for the smail libraries is Todd’s 
Chicago hektograph, which can be bought from A. C. McClurg & Co., Chi- 
cago, Illinois. The desirable size is letter size, 10 x 12%4, at $3.84, with a dis- 
count of about 40 per cent. 

Religious subjects. A list of religious periodicals on file in the library was 
sent to the pastors of one city and brought personal thanks from many and 
was partly responsibie for the preaching of an evening sermon to young people 
on the use of the library. 

A list sent to Sunday school teachers containing helps and aids as well 
as good bible stories has been found to be very useful. 

Municipal subjects. In order that your city council may profit by the ex- 
perience of others collect data in the library showing how other cities have 
solved problems of sewerage, paving, civic art, etc. After you have the ma- 
terial keep the mayor and the aldermen aware of its existence, by frequent 
lists. Send them a list of books on the subjects they should study and then 
supplement it with lists as new books are added, also keep them informed of 
all current magazine articles on such subjects. They will be interested to 
know that a great deal of current newspaper material may be found by using 
the Current events index. Some years ago information found in a book in 
the Cincinnati public library (which at that time could be obtained no where 
else) saved the city over $300,000, a sum sufficient to pay the expenses of the 
library for six years. 

Educational. A similar list should be sent to teachers, and posted in the 
school building on the library bulletin board. It is best to have one bulletin 
for the teachers of the ward schools, and another for those of the high school, 
as their interests are somewhat different, although sometimes the same book 
or article should be listed for both. 

Similar lists should be prepared and sent to insurance men, doctors, nurses, 
electricians, members of the G. A. R., etc. When there are several people in 
one place, make one copy do and have it posted where all will see it, such as 
one on the bulletin board in each school buiiding, one on electricity in the 
power house, etc. 

The following is a sample of a bulletin, according to the form of those is- 
sued by the Newark, N. J., pubiic library, which is made up of recent material 
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for the teachers of the high school. The annotations of the books are taken 
from the A. L. A. Book-list. 


EDUCATIONAL BULLETIN a 
December, 1909 . 
Free Public Library of Blankville, Wisconsin 
Recent books of a Ay =" of high schools 
ddams, Jane. The spirit of youth and the c streets. : = 
° an invaluable book to those who are trying to minimize the dangers which surround 
young people in large cities by giving Boe d opportunities for recreation. 
ly, E. P. Changing conceptions of education. 
eee of the a Ses orewth of our public school system, discussing the kind of edu- 
cation needed to meet the demands of a mixed population. Will interest teachers and 
— =e - : onsale 
rt, Eugene. ucation for % ’ 
sett on practical methods of procedure in introducing agricultural courses into. 
high and — E ecge viii 
a? eS eaching ¢c ren to study. 
ae book for eenshers and parents. Especially adapted to the needs of the elementary 
schools. 
J. A. High school administration. 
ee ie consideration of the larger problems of secondary education as they ex- 
ist in the high school. 
McMurry, F. M. How to study and teaching how to study. 
Instructive and interesting factors involved in true or logical study with practical sug- 
gestions for training children to apply the logical method to textbook study. 
Vlin, H. R. The women of a state university. ; 
Facts and figures on the value of women’s higher education and an argument for abso- 
lute co-education in distinction from segregation. 


ARTICLES IN RECENT MAGAZINES 


Beveridge, A. J. Fifth wheel in our government. Century, Dec. 1909. 
Discusses the functions and powers of the Vice-President of the United States. 
Bradford, Gamaliel, Jr. The novel 2,000 years ago. Fortnightly review. Dec. 1909: 
Camp, Walter. Football up to date. Century, Nov. 1909. 
By the foremost authority on college sports. 
Crampton, C. W. Education by play. Educational review. Dec. 1909. 
Crothers, S. M. Convention of books. Atlantic, Dec. 1909. 
Humorous conversation between old and néw books. 
Gould, G. M. Back strain and eye-strain. Survey, 25 Dec. 1909. 
Hooker, Brian. Popular element in literature. Forum, Nov. 1909. 
Main, Josiah. Some factors in the making of a high school course in agricullture. Educa- 
tion, Dec. 1909. 
Miller, W. T. Vocation-teaching. Atlantic, Nov. 1909. 
Re Discusses value of a trained vocational adviser to help young people in selecting a 
usiness. 
Nathan, G. J. Funny side of football. Outing, Nov. 1909. 
Showerman, Grant. Making of a professor. Atlantic, Nov. 1909. 


Appearance of building. The attractiveness of the building is of first im- 
portance when one is attempting to make the library popular. The building 
should be both useful and comfortable, as well as pleasing to the eye. Li- 
brarians should make it by far the most attractive public building in town. 
Have the necessary house-keeping accurately and constantly attended to; have 
books in good order on the shelves; always have comfortable chairs, good 
light and ventiiation. This point has been urged again and again, but there 
are still many librarians who do not realize its importance. 

Telephone. Encourage people to telephone their wants to the library, i. e., 
renew books, ask reference questions, ask if certain books which they want 
are in, etc. 


The Grand Rapids, Mich., public library has a full page advertisement in 
the telephone directory. It is worded as follows: 


“To get an answer, in a few minutes, to a question that arises in connection with yout 
business is worth more to you than the answer you get tomorrow. The Grand Rapids 
_ public library answers many questions over the telephone. Its resources are more than 
100,000 books and pamphlets and 600 current periodicals. 

“So far as it is within its power the library is always glad to be of service in this way.“ 
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If there is more than one telephone system in town the library should have 
both. 

Printed circulars and broadsides. Many kinds of printed circulars have 
been issued by libraries for advertising purposes. Some idea will be given 
of two or three that have proven especially successful. 

The following is a copy of a broadside issued by the Marinette ( Wis.) 
public library. The size was 6” by 444”. There were about 10,000 of these 
distributed and the result was that the circulation increased twenty-five per 
cent the next month. 

DO YOU TAKE BOOKS FROM THE PUBLIC LIBRARY? 
IF NOT, WHY NOT? 

The Library belongs to You, why not make use of Your Investment? 

Come and see what the library has anyway. If you have never been here you don’t 
know what a good place the library is. If you have been here, come again. 

YOU NEED THE LIBRARY AND 
THE LIBRARY NEEDS YOU. 

A circular called “Don’t be a quitter” was distributed by the Grand Rapids 
(Mich.) public library to the senior ciass in the high school. It is in the form 
of a story of a boy who after leaving school continued his study by using the 
public library. As the result of his increased information, he worked his 
way up from one position to another, at increased salaries. This circular was 
published in Public Libraries, Feb. 1907, v. 12, p. 65-66, and may be bought 
in circular form from H. W. Wilson & Co., Minneapolis, Minn., at 25c per 
hundred. It will pay any library, large or small, to distribute these very 
freely. 

The Niles (Mich.) public library sent printed invitations to persons whose 
names were in the city directory and not enrolled in the library, to come and 
see what the library contained that might interest them. Special attention 
was called to the contents of the reading room, the hours of opening, and sug- 
gestions were asked for concerning new books. Business men, mechanics, 
railroad men, men of all vocations were asked to iet the librarian know what 
would be helpful to them in their work or recreation. 

One library issued a printed bulletin announcing some of the books and 
magazines in the library on useful arts with the heading “Please post in a 
conspicuous place” and sent it to industrial establishments. 

The Superior (Wis.) public library issued, some time ago, a “Circular of 
information on the use and contents of the library”. It gives the hours of 
opening, states briefly the library's purpose, who may use it, adds general in- 
formation about the use of books, what the library has, its arrangement, how 
tc find books, what the numbers on the books mean, enumerates the ten classes 
of the decimal classification, list of magazines received, magazines in the chil- 
dren’s room, list of newspapers, indexes to bound magazines, important ref- 
erence books, and closes with a brief history of the library. This was pub- 
lished in good form and has just such information as will interest people. 

In preparing a circular of this sort care should be taken not to have it too 
iong or detailed. 
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Another library sent out to a large number of people who were not using the 
library the following circular and also had it printed in the newspaper. 


LIBRARY WANTS 


We want business men to call on us for statistics, etc. 

We want railroad men to use our railroad books. 

We want mechanics to tell us what books they need for their study. 

We want taxpayers to see that we are a paying investment. 

We want mothers to come and see what we have for children. 

We want teachers, ministers and newspaper men to depend on us and inform us where 
we are wanting. 

We want more readers in our reading room daytime and evening. 

, We want all residents to feel a pride and an interest in their library, to come to it 
for their books, or, if they buy their books, just to see what we have and in every way 
to show a lively interest in it. 

The Jackson (Mich.) public library issued a calendar with five pointed 
suggestions about the use of the library. The librarian says “Several thousand 
were printed and delivered to each household of the city. It served as an 
attractive and useful reminder that the library was their opportunity under 
new conditions. It was more than worth while”. 

Posters. A poster giving general information about the library should he 
up in public places, as hotels, stations, store buildings, street cars, etc. The 
posters may be various sizes, but shouid be large enough so that the printing 
can be read at some distance, perhaps 24”x15” is a good general size. It 
should be without much decoration, white in color and make prominent the 
name of the library, and the words “free to all”. It should also contain the 
lecation, hours of weekly and Sunday opening and a general invitation to visit 
the library. 

The librarian of the Jackson ( Mich.) public library says, “We are now mak- 
ing plans for framed posters, showing a cut of the library building, 
and giving opening hours and other information, to be hung in stations, halls, 
factories, postoffice, etc.” 

It has also been suggested that the author, title and brief annotation of 
bcoks posted in these public places would be worth while. It would seem 
best to experiment with books of non-fiction that should interest business men, 
city officials, etc. Perhaps a notice of one book at a time, with frequent 
changes, would prove satisfactory. 

Letters to organizations. The following is a sample of a plan tried in 
Jacksonville, Illinois, which had good results. 

Trade unions, The first letter is directed to the Chairman of each trade 
union in town. 


Mr. — 





City. 
Dear Sir :— 
As I know that yo are interested in the Public Library, will you kindly read the en- 
closed invitation to ‘ae members of your union? 
I should be grateful if you felt like emphasizing the value of the library, and if you 
would, at the same time, ask some of your members or friends to speak in its favor. 
Will you mention the library hours, especially, evenings and Sunday afternoons? 
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Any suggestions from you as to ways in which we might make the library more in- 
teresting or useful to you in your work or in your home will be acted upon, if possible. 
I would be very glad to talk with you personally about this matter. 
Very sincerely yours, 
Librarian. 
[Letter enclosed ] 


Boiler Makers’ Union, 
Jacksonville, Illinois. 
Gentlemen :— ; 

As the time of the year is approaching when we are forced to seek pleasure indoors, 
I wish to extend to you and to your families a most cordial invitation to make every 
possible use of your public library. The library is supported by taxation and every 
citizen of Jacksonville should feel perfectly at home there and secure for himself the 
utmost pleasure and benefit from its resources. ; ; 

We have on file in the reading-room, Jacksonville, Springfield, St. Louis and Chicago 
papers, and ahout 80 current magazines. These are for general use in the room. 

Books may be borrowed without charge from the library upon application at the loan 
desk. The loan desk is in plain sight, opposite the main entrance, where you will 
find someone who will be glad to answer any questions and to show you about the li- 
brary. 

The library is open from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m. during the week and the reading room 
from 2 to 6 on Sundays. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Librarian. 

A similar letter could be sent to any kind of organization. 

Methods of distributing circulars. The city officials of one town put a 
library circular in the envelopes with the water rent, tax notices and other 
Cfficial letters. The library is a city institution, and it is perfectly legitimate 
for the city officers to help develop the usefulness of it. This saved post- 
age and other mailing expenses, identified the library with other departments 
of the city government, and gave the circular the prestige of being sent out 
with official notices. 

The librarian of the Marinette (Wis.) public library influenced the pro- 
prietor of the leading department store to have one of the broadsides, which 
the library had issued, placed in each package that was sent from the store 
until about 8,000 had been distributed. 

Circulars have been placed in the pay envelopes of people working in mills, 
mines, etc. This could be used effectively in all establishments where pay 
envelopes are used. Librarians might offer to insert the circulars in the en- 
velopes in advance. 

The librarian of the Grand Rapids ( Mich.) public library gives the fol- 
lowing account of reaching people who were not using the library: 

“We checked up the directory of one of the telephone companies to see 
into how many homes listed in the directory the library goes and also into 
how many it does not go. It was found according to our street index, that 
there were nearly 2,000 residents in which no card holder resided. A circu- 
la1 letter was addessed to the name given in the directory at each particular 
house and enclosed in it a copy of a leaflet entitled “What the Grand Rapids 
public library can do for you’. The registration department reported that a 
good many people responded to the letter.” 


This library also distributed about 9,000 circulars at the West Michigan state 
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fair. These circulars told of the advantages and the duties of the library. 
The results were satisfactory. This method might be used in any town dur- 
ing street fairs, election davs, or other times when a large number of people 
will be on the streets. 

Personal interviews. It is very evident that many librarians spend most 
ef their time in their office and leave the contact with the patrons almost en- 
tirely to the assistants. The fact that patrons get their idea of the library 
from the people who wait upon them cannot be emphasized too strongly in 
order that more care be taken in this matter. “Skillful lawyers travel 100 
miles to say what could be written in 2 pages, knowing how much safer it is 
in important matters. The written sheet is understood by the mental attitude 
of the reader and in the personal interview the attitude of the speaker con- 
trols.” My strong feeling is that every plea for library advertising, as well 
as many other relationships between the librarian and the public, should be 
saturated with this idea of having as many personal interviews as possible. 
Your own interest and enthusiasm should soon give your library a reputation 
for hospitality, which is one of the greatest factors in attracting and keeping 
patrons. 

To insure the best results the librarian must keep well informed on current 
reading material that is being added to the library. One cannot have as much 
influence as he should with patrons unless he has read the books himself and 
can talk of them intelligently. Efficient service is the best way to advertise 
the library. 

Library day. It is well to have one day a year for a pubiic reception at the 
library. If you decide to do this make every effort to have it a success. It 
is doubtful whether is is wise to attempt to send invitations to individuals as 


it is impossble to send to every one in town. Have a general invitation in 


the paper, send invitations to the common council, to city officers, to each study 
club and all other organizations and have it announced in the churches. If 
you are to have an exhibition or address mention it in the invitations. Ask 
your board members and the members of the staff to extend verbal invita- 
tions to every one. An effort must be made to arouse an interest as it is 
usually very difficult to get people to attend general functions where every- 
one is invited. 

Try to have the board members at the library from the first hour of the 
reception to the last and have them share the responsibilities. This is also 
a good opportunity to get the mayor and the city council members in close 
touch with the library. Besides getting acquainted with the people, try to 
explain some of the policies and such of the technical work as will show that 
the library is conducted in a systematic order. Try to have a special display 
of books or pictures or something unusual that will arovse interest. The Wis- 
consin library commission has a small collection of illustrated books ou 
travel, biography, history, useful arts, etc., that may be borrowed for such a 
display. They may be kept for a limited time by the library and loaned to 
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the patrons. The commission also has a collection of German and French 
prints and some Copley prints which are copies of Abbey’s Holy grail series 
in the Boston public library, which it will loan to any library in the state. 

If a genuinely good programme can be planned for the evening it will add 
io the effectiveness of the reception day. 

One library has held informal receptions for every industry in the city; 
that is, one for the street car men, typographic union, etc. They were met 
by a committee composed of the library board and the librarian and shown 
about the library. The visitors’ attention was called to books of especial in- 
terest to them in relation to their work as well as to the fiction, popular non- 
fiction and the magazines. The result was increased patronage. Application 
bianks might be signed at the library at the time of such a reception. Books 
could be loaned, too, if any want them at this time. 

Book day. A Book day is simiiar to the Library day only not so preten- 
tious. Several might he held during the year as a display can be had when 
new books are ready for circulation. A display of material good for Christ- 
mas celebrations early in December, children’s books or adult books appropri- 
ate for gifts, attractive editions, are some of the displays that have been used 
for Book day. The same books and pictures which the Commission has and 
were spoken of under Library day may be borrowed for this, also. 

Special displays. Any collection of material which will give any historical 
or educational information or awaken pleasure is worth displaying in the li- 
brary. Try to have these displays often enough so the patrons will feel that 
if they do not come frequently to the library that they may miss something. 
They also add much to the attractiveness of the library. I will mention a few 
displays that have been tried and found to give desirable results, hoping that 
they wiil be suggestive of others. Always keep in mind that the main object 
is to get the books on the particular subject into circulation. Always have 
# number of the books near the exhibit. 

English books. An interesting display may be made by bringing the books 
from the stacks on any particular subject and placing them on the display 
shelves. This has been tried with the books concerning England, when 
biographies of Englishmen, histories, books of travel, art, architecture, etc. 
were placed on the display shelves. At the same time pictures illustrating 
English life, portraits of prominent Englishmen, facsimile of the Magna 
Charta were exhibited. 

Trish exhibit. During the week containing St. Patrick’s day an exhibit 
was held of Irish work in linen, lace, wood, metal, embroidery on silk, Irish 
manuscripts of considerable age. books and maps. 

Madonnas. An exhibit of prints of the famous pictures of Madonnas will 
Le vaiuable and interesting at Christmas time. 

Shakespeare. Exhibit of portraits of Shakespeare, famous actors, scenes 
from plays, old playbills, etc., will certainly attract students. 

Furniture. Books on furniture, new and old, are especiaily interesting in 
a town where there are furniture factories and will attract householders. 
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Costumes. Illustrations showing old time costumes, arranged chronologi- 
cally will certainly prove interesting to half of the community. 

Home economics. Displays of the best books on cooking, sewing, house- 
keeping, sanitation, etc., will always attract someone who does not know that 
the library has books on such subjects. 

Autographs. In almost every town a valuable collection of autographs 
can be made. 

Posters. The librarian of Green Bay (Wis.) public library says, “One 
of our most successful exhibits was the one of posters, showing the commer- 
cial and artistic methods combined in advertising. Publishing houses, cloth- 
ing companies, paper companies, responded to the requests for something for 
such a display, with beautiful samples”. Any firm or company which adver- 
tises, and all do, wil probably be glad to contribute for such a purpose. 

Japanese prints. By watching the advertisements in the International 
Studio one librarian was able to borrow a beautiful exhibit of Japanese prints 
from a firm advertising them for sale. The cost to the library was only the 
express. 

rts and crafts. Since there is so much general interest in arts and craits 
an exhibit of articles made by people in the town will prove useful for an ex- 
change of ideas, etc. Several libraries have borrowed articles from other 
peonle or firms who deal in arts and crafts articles as a business. 

Pictures. There are certain firms who deai in pictures who will loan 
a large number of prints for exhibition. The Turner picture company is one 
which does this. 

Trade catalogs. Libraries in most communities could follow Newark 
(N. J.) public library’s plan in collecting the trade catalogs of various mechan- 
ical manufacturing firms. This is a novel method of disseminating knowledge 
of a character not generally obtainable without considerable trouble and for 
which there is a growing demand. The chief values in these are the illus- 
trations, price lists and addresses of firms. The Newark library loans these 
for home use. “At the time of the disaster to the steamer Republic off 
Nantucket there was considerable demand for the catalogs on marine hard- 
ware and engines.” 

Public speakers. Public speakers can influence many people to use the li- 
brary by referring to certain books as being there found. You can easily 
interest ministers, school men, politicians and all lecturers on any subject 
whatever to do this and it will repay any effort made. 

Public lectures-in the library. One of the influentiai methods of show- 
ing the citizens of a town that the library is a wide awake institution is by 
having thoroughly good lectures. The lectures will usually need to be popular 
as well as instructive. We always hope that the lectures will cause increased 
reading on the subject. To encourage this, after each lecture, have the books 
near at hand and loan any that people wish to take. 

When the lectures are given be sure that they are advertised thoroughly. 
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Have notices in the newspapers, announcements made in the schools and 
churches, clubs and other organizations. The Madison (Wis.) public library 
has issued very effective posters about 24” by 15”, announcing the place, date, 
speaker, subject and in large letters “All are invited”. Some of the subjects 
that have been used for popular lectures are How to run a furnace, Fireless 
cooker, Japan, Indians, Gardening, Tuberculosis. 

Newspapers. In almost any town the newspapers are glad to publish any 
library news free of charge. As a rule, it is interesting reading which they 
are glad to add to their paper. 

Newspapers are undcubtedly the most valuable advertising aid the library 
can have. The librarian should make the acquaintance of the editor and en- 
list his support and interest in the library. It is also worth while to make 
friends with the reporter. Even then, it is much safer to prepare carefully 
anything you want published rather than leave it to be written by the editor 
or reporter. It is well to make use of every newspaper in town no matter 
in what language it is printed. When there is more than one paper it is wise 
to publish practically the same things in all papers, but take time to word the 
articles differently for the sake of the newspaper and also the readers. If you 
give certain news for the morning paper first at one time, be sure to give the 
evening paper a chance to print the next news first. 

In preparing material for the newspaper try to conform to the custom of 
the paper in writing head lines, capitalization and journalistic style. When it 
is apparent that some attention has been paid to these details your contribu- 
tions wiil be looked on with greater favor. 

It has been proven that to make advertising in the newspaper one of the 
important pieces of work for a month or a year is time well spent. It is ad- 
visable to systematically plan to take time to do this on a large scale for a cer- 
tain period. 

One library published in the daily paper a list of books on some industry, 
a different subject every day for thirty days, and the result was that the de- 
mand for books was nearly doubled in four months. 

Book reviews. Short interesting reviews of one book of non-fiction or re- 
views comparing two or three books on a subject have been found to cause 
more desirable reading than long lists of authors and titles. Try to get edi- 
tors, board members and other well qualified people to read books of non- 
fiction and then review them. In a small town in Wisconsin a member of the 
library board wrote and published a review of Steiner’s “On the trail of 
the immigrant” with the result that it was in constant circulation for months. 
In another town the signature of the reviewer added weight and interest to 
the book reviews. The same experiment was tried with other books with 
like results. The A. L. A. Book-list will help in giving suggestions for such 
reviews. The Springfield (Mass.) Monthly bulletin, which can be had for 
25c a year, always contains a number of reviews which are suggestive and 
helpful. 
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Brief lists. When there is particuiar interest aroused in any subject, a 
brief annotated list of material in the library on the subject, will sometimes 
cause books to be borrowed. It seems best to try to have these on current 
subjects or subjects which you know there is some demand for, as city govern- 
ment by commission, Nicaragua, etc. 

News of the state. Occasionally give news concerning the other libraries 
of the state. In giving this be careful not to compare your library with an- 
other to its detriment. Give full accounts of the state and national library 
meetings. 

General articles. Give news concerning the local library, for example 
such proceedings of the library board, as may be made public; account of gifts 
with the name of the donors; expensive or unusual books that have been pur- 
chased ; sometimes give an articie about some well-known person, mentioning 
what material the library has concerning him. This is, especially, effective 
after some particular attention has been called to him in the newspapers. For 
example, the day after the announcement of the death of George Meredith, 
I should have had a list pubiished, a list giving such works of his as were in 
the library and material about him. 

Several times a year prepare an article on the purpose of the library, stating 
that it is its business to furnish information on any subject, the necessity of 
knowing the needs of the individuais, and emphasizing the willingness of 
the librarian to talk with all about the books he would like. Articles are use- 
ful on the need of appropriations and books, on any special effort the library 
is making to disseminate knowledge, for example preparing special collections 
on the history of the state. 

The following is quoted from the Newark (N. J.) Annual report: “The 
circulation in the branches increased 187 per cent. over the year before and 
one of the reasons is the persistent and now long continued advertising for 
which we are chiefly indebted to the courtesy of the local newspaper.” 


WHAT CAN THE PUBLIC LIBRARY DO FOR MEN EMPLOYED 
IN CAR SHOPS. 


The question is answered by the following account of an actual experience. 

The librarian of a certain public library visited the superintendent of the 
car shops where about 400 men were employed and persuaded him that a read- 
ing room would be very acceptable to the employees. The superintendent 
then agreed to make a smal! room in one corner of the large engine room, 
by means of partitions, partly of glass. After this was completed the furni- 
ture put in consisted of a long ledge on which to place magazines when not 
in use, a long reading table, a book-case and chairs. After this was done the 
reading material was supplied as follows: 
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Magazines and newspapers. 1. We wrote to a number of publishers of 
magazines on engineering, car-painting, carpentry, upholstering and others 
who published magazines on subjects which would apply to the men’s practi- 
cal work; and asked for a year’s subscription to their magazines. A number 
of the publishers responded to this appeal. 

2. Several business men gave the subscription price of some magazine not 
given by the publisher. With this money more technical and some popular 
magazines were subscribed for. 

3. A number of townspeople left their current magazines after they had 
finished with them, at a certain store down town and the librarian of the 
car-shop library called for them two or three times a week. This was the re- 
sult of asking for magazines through the newspapers. 

4. A banker subscribed for one Chicago daily paper and the local daily 
newspapers were given by the publishers. 

Books. 1. Technical books. The public library considered it a legitimate 
part of its work to buy some books on technical subjects which would be 

~useful to the employees, so asked the superintendent to make a short list of 
the most desirable books. These were bought and as soon as ready for cir- 
culation were sent to the car-shops. When we needed them at the public li- 
brary we telephoned and they were returned the same day, if they were in. 

2. Non-technical books. We sent a number of books on subjects that 
might be made use of in the men’s home lives, such as house-building, lawns, 
gardening, hygiene, etc., aiso travel, biographies of famous men, popular his- 
tories and the best novels we could spare. We often bought duplicate copies 
to send direct to the shops. 

3. We encouraged the librarian to report to us any commendation or criti- 
tism he heard of the books we sent, so that we could send material they liked 
and that would be used. We asked him to try to find out from the men 
if they would like to have any book of a certain title. We filled every re- 
quest for books unless the books wanted were below the standard. 

4. Exchange. As soon as the librarian saw that certain books were not be- 
ing used he returned them to the main library and took others out, carrying 
them back and forth on his bicycle. 

Librarian. A young man, stenographer in the general office, was sufficiently 
interested to agree to act as librarian, without charge, but took some time 
from his regular duties. This relieved the necessity of sending a member 
of the public library staff to take charge, and it seemed much better to have 
a man, as the employees would feel freer and enjoy the room more. 

Time open. The librarian opened the room in the morning before the men 
began work if there were any there who wanted to make use of it. It was 
always open at the noon hour and after work stopped in the evening as long 
as the men stayed, which was not more than half an hour. 

The reading room was especially well patronized during the noon hour. 
Many of the men and young boys brought their dinners which they usually 
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ate in about fifteen minutes and then spent the remainder of the hour reading. 
There was perfect freedom in the use of the room, the men keeping their 


hats on and smoking, if they desired. 


Many books were borrowed for home use and while novels were most popu- 
lar we were pleased with the circulation of the non-fiction, especially books 


on practical subjects and biography. 
culation each month was more 
worth while. 


The magazines were loaned and the cir- 
than enough to show that the venture was 


Jeannette M. Drake. 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 


Miss Stearns of the traveling library de- 
partment, Miss Hazeltine and Miss Drake 
of the instructional staff and Mr. Dudgeon, 
secretary of the commission, represented 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 
at the meetings of the western section of 
the league of library commissions in Chi- 
cago, January third and fourth. Mrs. 
Sawyer, Mrs. Brewitt, and Miss Kennedv, 
who were in Chicago on other missions, 
also attended the meetings. 

The meeting, first of all, was important 
as it afforded an opportunity for associa- 
tion with commission workers of other 
states. The value of such association in- 
volving an exchange of ideas growing out 
of actual work and experience in the 
field can hardly be over estimated. The 
fact that the Council of the A. L. A. as 
well as the Institute met in Chicago at the 
same time, gave the library workers an 
opportunity of coming in contact with the 
leading library people of the country, men 
and women. 

In the second place, the discussion of the 
A. L. A. Booklist by Miss Bascom, the edi- 
tor, and a discussion of the work of trav- 
eling libraries had a most direct and im- 
portant bearing upon library work in gen- 
eral. Miss Stearns presided while the dis- 
cussion relative to traveling libraries was 
in progress and of course added greatly to 
the interest of the discussion by her hand- 
ling of the subject. 

Miss Bascom called the attention of the 
league to the fact that the publishers evi- 
dence a disposition to increase the number 
of books upon the net price list thus 
greatly decreasing the discount. and in- 
creasing the cost of books to libraries. 

The league adopted the following reso- 
lution: 

IVhereas, There exists a tendency on 
the part of the publishers to increase the 
nisher of aes on the net price list by 
including many titles of fiction and juve- 
nile books, thus materially decreasing the 


number of books that can be purchased by 
the libraries of the country and especially 


by those libraries having restricted book 
funds, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That this body most earnestly 
protests against any extension of the sys- 
tem referred to and directs the officers 
hereof to present this protest to the pnb- 
lishers of the country through proper chan- 
nels, and be it further 

Resolved, That such unjustifiable in- 
crease should influence the publishing 
board of the American Library Associa- 
tion and the editor of the A. L. A. Book- 
list in their choice of books to be recom- 
mended to the public libraries of the coun- 
try. 

Attention was also called to the fact that 
a combination exists among the publishers 
of periodicals to discriminate against li- 
braries, charging the libraries more for a 
given list of periodicals than any indi- 
vidual is charged. It has been explained 
by some publishers that the reason libraries 
should be charged more than individuals 
is that every periodical sent to the library 
is read by a larger number of persons and 
that this results in the decrease of the 
number of subscriptions received from pri- 
vate individuals. Upon this subject the 
section adopted the following resolution: 

Whereas, It appears that the. Periodical 
Publishers’ Clearing House is an organiza- 
tion discriminating unjustly against li- 
braries in subscriptions to periodicals, 
therefore be it 

Resolved. That it is the sense of this 
section of the League of Library Commis- 
sions that the league and all its members 
and affiliated libraries should give their 
moral support to the Cleveland public li- 
brary in its fight against the Periodical 
Publishers’ Clearing House as a combina- 
tion in restraint of trade; and furthermore 
that this section of the league urges its 
members and affiliated libraries to tse 
every effort within their power to have 
the discrimination of the aforesaid clear- 
ing house declared unlawful by the United 
States courts. 
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It will be noted in this connection that 
the league is pledged to assist in the fight 
being made against this discrimination. 
If any librarians of this state have any 
correspondence or circulars indicating that 
libraries are being discriminated against 
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or if they have any explanation from the 
news agencies or the publishers to the ef- 
fect that a definite agreement or combina- 
tion exists, the commission would be glad 
to have such correspondence or circulars 
forwarded to the secretary at Madison. 


TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


Miss Stearns, Chief of the Traveling 
Library Department, is taking advantage 
of the opportunity afforded to advertise 
the state traveling libraries through the 
farmers’ institutes, this method having 
proved of great value in making known 
to rural communities the methods througn 
which traveling libraries may be secured. 
Miss Stearns has addressed the institutes 
at Green Lake and will shortly speak at 
Ferryville. Prairie du Chien, Cochrane, 
Cream, Fountain City, Lyndon, Leon, 
Cashton, Camp Douglas, Shullsburg, New 
Glarus, Attica, Glenbeulah, Sheboygan 
Falls, Chilton, Port Washington, Somers, 
Union Grove, and Waterford. 

STUDY LIBRARIES AND OUTLINES 


Librarians who are in touch with study 
clubs in their vicinity will find it profit- 
able to make such groups acquainted with 
the facilities for study afforded through the 
traveling library department of the com- 
mission. Such information will be of in- 
terest to these clubs at this time as many 
of them will soon be considering the sub- 
jects to be pursued during the next year. 
The commission can supply printed or 
typewritten study outlines and collections 
of reference books upon the following sub- 
jects. The books and outlines are sent 
for the mere payment of transportation 
charges upon receipt and return. 


American literature; Art—American; 
Art—English; Art—French; Art—Ger- 
man; Art poems—Browning, Longfellow, 
Tennyson; Austria; Bible as literature; 
Canada; China; Civics; Educational top- 
ics; Egypt; England and Wales—Travel; 
English history; English literature—Hano- 
verian period. English literature—Nor- 
mans to Stuarts; English literature—Vic- 
torian period; George Eliot; French his- 
tory; Germany; Greece; Holland; House- 
hold economics; Italian Renaissance; 
Modern Italy—History; Japan; Marble 
Faun; Mexico; Modern drama; Music; 
Mythology; Nature. study; The novel; 
Paris; Russia; Scott; Scotland and Ire- 
land—Travel; Shakespeare’s King Henry 
the Fourth; Shakespeare’s King Henry the 
Fifth; Shakespeare’s King John; Shakes- 
peare general; Spain; Tennyson; Switzer- 
land; Thackeray; United States history— 
Discovery and exploration; United States 
history—Colonial period; United States 
Historv—kevolution; United States His- 
tory—Formation period; United States 
History—Expansion period; United States 
History—Civil War and _ Reconstruction 
period; United States history—From re- 
construction to date; U. S. History— 
The West: United States travel; Wiscon- 
sin history; Woman in education; Woman 
in the professions. 


LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY NOTES 


Miss Ona M. Imhoff has returned from 
a six months tour of Europe and resumed 
her duties of classification and cataloguing 
in the legislative reference library. 

Miss Winnifred Merrill, a graduate of 
the Wisconsin library school, ’09, who has 
been employed as assistant in the Wiscon- 
sin legislative reference library, has ac- 
cepted a position as librarian in the Cali- 
fornia legislative reference library. 

Many of the legislative committees ap- 
pointed to investigate ‘various questions 
and report to the proposed special session 
of the legislature have had attorneys at 
work in the legislative reference librarv: 
William Ryan with the good roads com- 
mittee; Miles C. Riley of Milwaukee with 
the water power committee and Voyta 
Wrabetz with the bank committee. 


Dr. Charles McCarthy, chief of the legis- 
lative reference library, has been apn- 
pointed delegate to the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Conference, to be held in Wash- 
ington, D. C., Jan. 20th. While in the east 
Dr. McCarthy will also attend a uniform 
legislation conference, and will pay es- 
pecial attention to the evening and trade 
schools of many of the large cities. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 


The United States bureau of labor has 
issued two new bulietins—numbers 82 and 
83. Number 82, “Mortality from  con- 
sumption in certain occupations,” is a val- 
uable aid to anyone wishing to study 
either the disease itself or tuberculosis as 
a result of industrial conditions. Number 
83 is composed of three articles, but the 
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one which will be of most general interest, 
is entitled “The woman’s trade union 
movement in Great Britain.” 

Another publication of the bureau of 
labor is entitled “Laws r-lating to com- 
pensation for industrial accidents in for- 
eign countries.” 

All of the above mentioned pamphlets 
can be obtained, free, upon application to 
the U. S. Bureau of labor, Washington, 
DK. 

The Report of the National Conservation 
Commission, is almost impossible to pro- 
cure so that the Geological Survey is now 
issuing reprints of the several parts. The 
two reprints already published are “Papers 
on the conservation of water resources,” 
(water supply paper 234,) and “Papers on 
the conservation of mineral resources,” 
(bulletin 394). These pamphlets can best 
be obtained through the congressmen. 

The index to the report of the United 
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States Commissioner of Education, 1867- 
1907, can now be obtained from the Bu- 
reau of Education, Washington, D. C. 
Wisconsin libraries can obtain free of 
charge the University of Wisconsin bul- 
letins by writing to Walter Smith, Li- 
brarian, University Library, Madison, Wis- 
consin. One of the recent publications of 
the engineering series, v. 5, no. 4, by G. T. 
Davis and T. T. B. Bowles, is entitled 
“Sewerage purification with special refer- 


ence to Wisconsin conditions.” To mu-. 


nicipalities this should be of great assist- 
ance. 

he Game Warden has issued a 1909 edi- 
tion of Wisconsin Game laws with an ex- 
cellent index, a copy of which should be 
in all libraries. 

A very long statistical report on “Pri- 
mary elections” is now being published by 
the Wisconsin Bureau of labor, as part 
5, of their 13th biennial report. 


s 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The school closed for the Christmas 
recess on December 22 and work was re- 
sumed Wednesday morning, January 5. 
The session of the Middle West section 
of the League of Library Commissions, 
held in Chicago January 3 and 4, was at- 
tended by Mr. Dudgeon, Miss Hazeltine, 
Mrs. Sawyer, Miss Drake, Miss Kennedy, 
and Mrs. Brewitt, of the school faculty, 
and Miss Stearns, of the travelling library 
department. Several of the students at- 
tended some of the discussions. 

The week following the Christmas holi- 
days was made notable by visits from sev- 
eral eastern members of the library pro- 
fession who talked to the students on 
various subjects. Mr. Arthur Low Bailev 
librarian of the Wilmington (Del.) Insti- 
tute Free Library, visited the school, ex- 
amined its methods and equipment and 
lectured to the students. An evening lec- 
ture by Mrs. Elmendorf on “Children’s 
right to poetry” was followed by a recep- 
tion given by the faculty of the school in 
her honor, and for Miss Effie Power of 
Pittsburgh, who was also visiting the 
school. Invitations to Mrs. Elmendorf’s 
lecture were extended: to the teachers in 
the public schools and to others interested 
in her subject and was greatly enjoyed by 
all. 

The following lectures have  supple- 
mented those in the regular courses: 

Jan. 6. Mr. Arthur Low Bailey, Li- 
brarian, Wilmington (Del.) Institute Free 
Library: Administration of a public li- 
brary as illustrated by the Wilmington 
Institute Free Library. 

Jan. 7. Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, vice-li- 
brarian of ,the Buffalo public library: 
Children’s right to poetry. 


Jan. 8. Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf: Book 
elimination. 

Jan. 8.. Miss Effie L. Power, children’s 
department, Carnegie library of  Pitts- 
burgh. Training school for children’s li- 
brarians of the Carnegie library of Pitts- 
burgh. 

Jan. 12. Dr. W. H. Price, University of 
Wisconsin: ‘ Bibliography of political 
economy. 

ALUMNI AND SUMMER SCHOOL NOTES 


Miss Ada J. McCarthy (’07) has re- 
signed her position as librarian of the 
Rhinelander public library to accept a 
similar one in the Stevenson public library, 
Marinette, following Miss Anna S. Pinkum 
who has resigned. 

Miss Harriet L. Allen (’07), assistant 
in the public document and newspaper de- 
partment of the Wisconsin historical li- 
brary, has resigned her position to fill the 
vacancy made by Miss McCarthy’s resigna- 
tion at Rhinelander. : 

Miss Lucile Cully (’o8) has resigned her 
position as assistant in the Montgomery 
(Ala.) public library to become librarian 
of the Manitowoc public library. 

Miss Winnifred Merrill (’o9) has re- 
signed her positioa as assistant in the Wis- 
consin legislative reference library to be- 
come librarian of the California legislative 
reference library. 

Miss Winifred Bailey (summer school 
oo) has resigned her position as librarian 
at Waupaca to accept the position of li- 
brer‘an at Wauwatosa. 

The marriage of Miss Marie Kelly (sum- 
mer school ’or), assistant Whitewater pub- 
lic library, is announced for January 15. 

Miss Agnes Petersen (summer school 
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03 and supplementary course ’06), former 
librarian at Manitowoc, has accepted a po- 
sition on the staff of the Newberry library, 
Chicago. 

Miss Anna M. Klumb (summer school 
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06), librarian at West Bend, has resigned 
to become children’s librarian at Racine. 

Miss Edith Carroll Birdsall (short 
course 09) has been made librarian of the 
North Fond du Lac public library. 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


CYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICULTURE 


The Macmillan Company, the publishers 
of Bailey’s Cyclopedia of Agriculture, have 
under consideration the publication of a 
separate edition of the fourth volume. 
This volume deals almost wholly with the 
sociological aspects of the rural commun- 
ity—the ways for its improvement, the 
many things which might be done for the 
intellectual betterment of life of the 
farmer, etc. It is intended, if issued, to 
sell the separate volume to libraries at 
$5.00. The libraries in Wisconsin that 
would be willing to purchase the volume, 
if it could be secured at this rate, are re- 
quested to communicate at once with Miss 
Stearns. 

SEASONABLE BOOKS 

Now is the time to purchase books on 
gardening for use in March and April. 
Many librarians find that a display of seed 
catalogs proves quite as attractive as the 
books on the subject, so a list of firms is- 
suing seed catalogs is added to the sug- 
gested list of books. 

BOOKS ON GARDENING 

ilev jar aking. Grosset. T5¢ 

ee. t= gg ge lets us gar- 


Dunean, Frances. 
den. Moffat.  T5e y 
Fletcher, 8. W. How to make a fruit garden. 
Doubleday. $2.00 
Hemenway, H. D. Hints and helps to young 
gardeners. Pub. by the author. 35¢ 
Henderson, Peter. Gardening for pleasure. 


Orange Judd Co. $1.50 ; 
How to make a flower garden. Doubleday. 
.60 


Hunn & Bailey Practical garden book. 
Grosset. 75e 

Powell, E. P. The country home. McClure. 
$1.50 

Powell, E. P. The orchard and fruit garden. 
McClure. $1.50 


Skinner, C. M. Little gardens; how to beau- 
tify citv yards and small country spaces. 
Appleton. $1.25 

ADDRESSES OF FIRMS ISSUING SEED CATALOGS 

Brown Bros. Co.. Rochester. N. Y. 

John Lewis Childs. Floral Park, N. Y. 

Coe, Converse & Edwards Co., Fort Atkinson, 
Wis. 


Currie Brothers Co., 108 Wisconsin St., Mil- 


waukee, Wis. 
Henry A. Dreer, 714 Chestnut St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa 


Peter Henderson & Co., 35-37 Cortland St., 
New York City. 

Towa Seed Co., Des Moines. Towa. 
Jewell Nursery Co., Lake City, Minn. 
Thomas Meehan & Sons. Inc., Dresher. Pa. 
Northrop, King & Co.. Minneapolis, Minn. 
L, L. Olds Seed Co., Madison. Wis. 

Clair St., 


115-117 St. 


Henry Philipps Co., 
Toledo, Ohio. 





John A. Salzer Seed Co., La Crosse. Wis. 
Stoors & Harrison Co., Painesville, Ohio, 
J. M. Thorburn & Co., 38 Park Place, 


Bs New 
York City. 


William Toole & Sons (Pansy specialists), 
: Baraboo, Wis. 
Vaughan’s Seed Store, 84-86 tandolph = St., 


Chicago, Il. 
Woodlawn Nurseries, Rochester, New York. 
H. P. Sawyer. 
POST CARDS 

A good deal has been written about 
sources of picture material to be used for 
school work but perhaps not enough con- 
cerning the use of post cards. 

A notice in the paper that the library is 
making a collection of post card views of 
cities, foreign countries, costumes, ‘occupa- 
tions, etc., would no doubt result in a post 
card shower. 

Certain series could be used as season- 
able bulletins, illustrating logging, winter 
sports, carnivals, and the maple sugar in- 
dustry. 

The post card views of foreign countries 
could be utilized for trave! bulletins, ac- 
companied by lists of books on the country 
represented, or used in the children’s room 
to familiarize the children with interesting 
scenes of travel. The whole collection 
could be made available for work with 
schools, and would be quite worth the trou- 
ble of collecting and mounting. 

H. P. Sawyer. 


DEBATERS’ HANDBOOK SERIES 


Librarians who are often called upon for 
material for debates will welcome books 
published by H. W. Wilson & Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn., in a series called Debaters’ 
Handbook Series. Each book is a collec- 
tion of reprints of articles published in the 
leading periodicals upon the subject matter 
indicated in the title of the volume. The 
articles are edited and revised so as to 
avoid prolixity and repetition. The price 
of each is one dollar. The following num- 
bers of the series have been issued: Com- 
mission plan of municipa: government; 
Capital punishment; Initiative and referen- 
dum; Pooular election of U. S. senators; 
Graduated income tax. 

WAR OF THE REBELLION RECORDS 

Any library having a duplicate collection 
of the War of the Rebellion Record or a 
collection which it is willing to dispose of 
will kindly communicate with the Wiscon- 
sin Library Commission. 
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NEWS AND NOTES CONCERNING WISCONSIN LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS 


PERSONAL 

Bailey. Miss Winifred Bailey, librarian 
at Waupaca, has resigned’ to accept the 
positicn of librarian of the Wauwatosa 
Public Library. 

Benlick. Miss Mary Benlick has been 
appointed librarian of the Waupaca public 
library. She succeeds Miss Winifred 
Bailey and takes charge of the library Jan- 
uary first 

Klumb. Miss Anna Klumb, librarian at 
West Bend, has resigned to accept the posi- 
tion of children’s librarian at the Racine 
Public Library. 

Lytle. Miss Mary Lytle, first assistant 
librarian of the Superior public library, has 
resigned to become the librarian of the Se- 
dalia (Mo.) public library. 

McCarthy. Miss Ada McCarthy, librar- 
ian at Rhinelander, has resigned to become 
librarian at the Marinette public library. 

Rolfs. Miss Clara Rolfs has been ap- 
pointed librarian at West Bend to succeed 
Miss Anna Klumb, resigned. 

Sedgwick. Mrs. F. A. Sedgwick has 
been appointed librarian of the Clintonville 
Public Library. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Fond du Lac. Mr. H. B. Meyer, of Chi- 
cago, formerly a resident of Fond du Lac, 
has offered the local library a large dona- 
tion of German literature. 

Green Bay. The North Side branch of 
the Kellogg public library is in a flourish- 
ing condition. The branch now owns 
about one thousand volumes. 


Hudson. A unique public social was re- 
cently held in the public library. A number 
of books were secured from a book dealer 
which were displayed, the citizens of the 
city being privileged to buy copies to be 
placed upon the library shelves. Over 
eighty books were purchased in this way. 

A print of Sir Galahad has been given 
the children’s room by Dr. A. H. Barber. 

Madison. A Christmas book exhibit of 
attractive publications was recently held. 

Mayville. Mr. Charles Ruedebusch, Sr., 
has donated $100 to the library. 

Neillsville. The library has secured a 
cabinet designed to hold and to exhibit his- 
toric articles that may from time to time 
be loaned or donated. 

Racine. The library has established an- 
other branch at the local Y. M. C. A. build- 
ing. Books for boys will predominate, the 
selection being changed once a month. 

Tomah. The Woman’s Civic Improve- 
ment Club recently held a Library Day, 
with an afternoon and evening program. 
A history of the founding of the library 
was given, together with a talk on present 
conditions. Miss Stearns of the commis- 
sion pictured the future possibilities of the 
local library. 

Waukesha. Dr. W. L. Rankin of Car- 
roll College gave a lecture on astronomy 
for the benefit of a local church and the 
public library. 

Vest Bend. About $20 were added to 
the library fund on account of a benefit 
performance by the local theatre. 





